
GRADE RULE PARAMETERS FOR PRIME GRADE ENGINEERED OAK FLOORING

BACK FACE

SOUND KNOTS
LESS THAN 5mm IN SIZE 

(pink knots)
ALLOWED ALLOWED NO LIMIT

LESS THAN 25mm IN SIZE (DIA) AND 

REPAIRED IF NECESSARY

LESS THAN 10mm NO LIMIT

KNOT COUNT NOT ALLOWED
NO MORE THAN 4 LIVE KNOTS PER 

BOARD (1900mm)
NO LIMIT NO LIMIT

SAPWOOD NOT ALLOWED UP TO 10% OF THE SURFACE UP TO 20% OF THE SURFACE NO LIMIT

DARK / BLACK STREAKS NOT ALLOWED LESS THAN 3 X 5mm IN SIZE ALLOWED NO LIMIT

WORM HOLES NOT ALLOWED NOT ALLOWED NOT ALLOWED NOT ALLOWED

CHECKS / SPLITS NOT ALLOWED NOT ALLOWED NOT ALLOWED NOT ALLOWED

ROT / DECAY NOT ALLOWED NOT ALLOWED NOT ALLOWED NOT ALLOWED

BARK POCKETS NOT ALLOWED NOT ALLOWED

MAX WIDTH LESS THAN 5mm, LENGTH 

LESS THAN 15mm, NO MORE THAN 2 PER 

METRE

VOLUME OF DEAD KNOTS NOT ALLOWED
NO MORE THAN 4 DEAD KNOTS PER 

BOARD (1900mm)

NO MORE THAN 2 DEAD KNOTS PER 

METER(1900mm)
NO LIMIT

BLACK FILLED KNOTS NOT ALLOWED NOT ALLOWED NOT ALLOWED NO LIMIT

SHORT LENGTH BOARDS

GRADE SPLIT (ESTIMATED) 40%

Grade Rules

Grading rules have two specific purposes:

It is also important to note that colour and board length are not covered by the standard.

CARTONS MAY CONTAIN MULTIPLE PLANK LENGTHS - NOT EXCEEDING MORE THAN 20% SHORT LENGTH 

BOARDS (AVERAGED OVER ORDER). FOR BEST RESULTS, VISUALLY INSPECT PRIOR TO INSTALLATION

60%

TOP SURFACE

BROWN FILLED DEAD KNOTS NOT ALLOWED
LESS THAN 15mm IN SIZE AND 

REPAIRED IF NECESSARY
NO LIMIT

-      The second aspect is to determine the character (overall appearance) present in a floor through the sorting of boards depending 

on the features present.

Concerning the grading rules, the appearance of the exposed surfaces of boards is graded differently to the un-exposed surfaces 

of the boards. 

Grading does not cover where boards will be laid in the floor. As such it is a reasonable expectation that the installer, when laying the 

floor, will provide a relatively even distribution of colour and feature throughout the floor. 

The sanding of a floor can also increase the size of some features or cause features to appear that were not present prior to sanding.

Grade Rules are imperative when discussing timber, irrespective whether engineered or solid. 

The intent of the grading rules is that by the individual boards, an overall character to the floor will be achieved.

Wood is a natural product and by its very nature may contain different characteristics and defects that need to be understood and 

allowed for in any given application. 

-      The first is to address aspects of strength and serviceability when flooring is to be laid in structural applications 

There are some natural features that are not permitted in flooring where their inclusion is known to affect the structural integrity of the 

boards


